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City Council Candidates Night

5 Candidates-Introductions and Q & A

Come, Listen, Question & Decide!
Meet the School Board Candidates, too

September 20 ¢ 7 p.m.

Veterans Memorial Hall, Lafayette

Presented by Lafayette Homeowners Council
Annual Meeting - www.LafayetteHomeownersCouncil.org

Will Lafayette become a
straw-free community?

By Pippa Fisher
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From left, Darby Witherspoon and Chloe De Lancie.

hen will Lafayette reach the

final straw? For co-found-
ers of Central Contra Costa’s Last
Plastic Straw, Darby Witherspoon
and Chloe De Lancie, they are hop-
ing sooner rather than later.

The two are taking their mes-
sage of education about the dan-
gers and their goal of elimination of
plastic straws to local city councils.
In July Witherspoon and De Lancie
spoke during the public comment
period at the Lafayette City Coun-
cil meeting, urging the city to place
a discussion about plastic straw
legislation on an upcoming agenda.
To this end they will be presenting
again to the September Environ-
mental Task Force meeting.

De Lancie noted that the issue
is tentatively expected to be on the
Oct. 2 Walnut Creek City Council
agenda. They will be talking at city
council meetings this fall in Mora-
ga and Orinda as well.

Both De Lancie and Wither-
spoon work at Crestwood Healing
Center, a mental health facility in
Pleasant Hill and 2016 Green Busi-
ness of the Year award winner.
De Lancie, who also serves as the
sustainability coordinator at Crest-
wood, said that three and a half
years ago the center started to take
actions to reduce waste and save
water and energy. Looking for both
a bigger impact and also for ways
to get residents involved and for
them to give back to the commu-
nity, De Lancie and Witherspoon
decided on the issue of straws.
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“Simple changes will reach
more individuals,” De Lancie says.

Given that the two only started
working on this campaign in De-
cember 2017, less than a year ago,
they have been remarkably impact-
ful.

Currently De Lancie says that
12 locations in the county, includ-
ing Buttercup Diners and Zachary’s
Pizza, have gone to either provid-
ing straws only upon request or by
using compostable (paper) straws,
or a combination of both of those.

Locally several businesses are
on board, including the 2015 Cool
California Award winner, Rising
Loafer.

De Lancie and Witherspoon
started their campaign by go-
ing door-to-door in the spring but
quickly found it more effective to
communicate with businesses via
email. In April the two took the
decision to push for local city and
town ordinances.

In addition to talking to city
councils, Witherspoon and De Lan-
cie have been presenting their cam-
paign to rotary clubs and schools.

“Children are very receptive
to the message,” says De Lan-
cie. In fact at the Walnut Creek
city meeting, she said, a couple of
7-year-olds also spoke, noting that
Crestwood residents also attend the
meetings.

De Lancie and Witherspoon
are among the nominations for this
year’s Sustainable Contra Costa
award.

Developer pulls out — what’s
next for Park Theater?

By Pippa Fisher

City staff learned late Aug. 29
that developer Madison Park
has decided against going further
with a deal involving the purchase
of the Park Theater and a density
transfer, that could potentially have
been the answer for saving the his-
toric theater. The city council has
placed the issue on the Sept. 10
meeting agenda in order to discuss
options.

As reported in the last issue of
Lamorinda Weekly, the developer
who owns property at 3483 Golden
Gate Way was considering an op-
tion to buy the theater, deeding it
to the city in exchange for the the-
ater’s allowable residential units
that he would then apply to the
Golden Gate Way property.

However, in an email Madison
Park Chief Financial Officer Simon
Chen said that the company has de-

cided not to move forward with the
purchase and will instead focus on
a smaller scale project on a proper-
ty it owns in downtown Lafayette.
The email noted several factors that
led the developer to decide against
the purchase and a density transfer.

A press release from the city
quoted the developer saying that
the scale of any development on its
property would be a significant is-
sue given the feedback from both
the community and city council.

“The community’s expecta-
tions,” the developer wrote, “would
result in the additional density no
longer being accretive, and that this
would present an additional finan-
cial hurdle to overcome.”

With the matter on the next city
council meeting agenda, the dis-
cussion on future options will con-
tinue.
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COMPASS

857 Las Trampas Rd, Lafayette

Fabulous views of Mt. Diablo.
3067sqft | 3 Br | 2+2 Ba | .56+/- Ac Lot

77 Marie Court, Moraga

Updated single level on a cul-de-sac.
2102 sgft | 4 Br| 2 Ba | .21 +/- Ac Lot

www.77MariePl.com
$1,295,000

www.857LasTrampasRd.com
$1,650,000

136 Moraga Way, Orinda

In-law unit with separate access.
2128 sqgft | 4 Br | 3 Ba | .57+/- Ac Lot

1831 St. Andrews Drive, Moraga

Pending with 2 offers - Great MCC home
2145 sqft | 2 Br | 2Ba | plus office

www.1831StAndrewsDr.com
$1,150,000

Man
ELENAHOOD

REAL ESTATE GROUP

www.136MoragaWay.com
$1,298,000

Lafayette | Moraga | Orinda

925 254-3030

www.Orinda.com

Cal BRE 1221247

e Compass is a licensed real estate broker and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only. Information is compiled from sources
deemed reliable but is subject to errors, omissions, changes in price, condition,sale, or withdraw without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square
footages are approximate. Exact dimensions can be obtained by retaining the services of an architect or engineer. This is not intended to solicit property already listed.
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I Highlasd Raad, Lafapeifs - Reprmiented Boyer
Sobd ot $1,425 000

PRICE GALLEGOS
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Let us help you make the right move.

Call us today!

PRICE GALLEGOS
GROUP

Amy S. Price & Christine Gallegos

925.997.6808 | 415.606.2047
pricegallegos@pacunion.com
pricegallegos.com
License # 01433269 | # 01896511

PACIFIC
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